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refreshingly readable and stimulating to American students in 
that it presents elementary economics from a national point of 
view quite different from their own. James G. Stevens. 



The Piscatory Eclogues of Jacopo Sannazaro. Edited with Intro- 
duction and Notes by Wilfred P. Mustard. Baltimore : The Johns Hopkins 
Press. 

In his edition of the Eclogues of Baptista Mantuanus, pub- 
lished in 191 1, Professor Mustard made a valuable contribution 
to the study of pastoral poetry by tracing the history of its 
decline after the classical period and its subsequent rise with the 
Renaissance, and by showing how much modern literature was 
indebted to the classical and later pastoral. Here again, in this 
edition of Sannazaro, he has laid classical scholars under a deep 
obligation by his study of that modification of pastoral poetry, 
the piscatory eclogue. For several reasons the book will be 
welcome. In the first place, Professor Mustard's study of this 
poet draws our attention to the fact that what is good in Latin 
pastoral did not end with Vergil or even with Nemesianus. 
Again, as a commentary on Theocritus and Vergil the book is 
of great interest and value. And further, to the students of the 
pastoral in modern literature it furnishes rich and abundant 
material. The numerous examples of imitations discovered in 
the Italian, Spanish, French, and English poets of the sixteenth 
to the eighteenth centuries show how strong was the influence 
exerted by Sannazaro. A mere glance at this phase of the work 
of the Introduction will show how thorough the editor has been 
in his study of the subject and how much of an authority he is 
in this field. The Introduction is carefully planned. First, 
there is a short biography of the poet. Then follows a brief 
review of Sannazaro's conception of the place of his own work 
in the development of the piscatory eclogue, an estimate of his 
work by succeeding critics, and a discussion of imitations by 
modern poets. The text is clear and is carefully punctuated. 
The notes are brief. First a short summary of the poem is 
given. Not much is required in the way of interpretation, so 
that the editor gives, in place of interpretation, what is more 
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valuable, passages from various authors — Theocritus, Vergil, 
Ovid, Calpurnius, Silius Italicus, Statius — to which Sannazaro 
was no doubt indebted 

An index nominum et rerum is appended. The book is bound 
in attractive form. It is inexpensive, and should easily be 
adopted in our colleges, to be studied along with the eclogues 
of Vergil, for we have no other book of its kind that forms the 
connecting link between the classical and the modern pastoral. 

T. S. Duncan. 



Sappho and the Island of Lesbos. By Mary Mills Patrick. London: 
Methuen & Co. 

This is a popular book, giving a very good impression of 
Sappho and the country from which she comes. The general 
historical and geographical background is reconstructed, and 
Mitylene, with its beauty and charm, is attractively pictured. 
Sappho is defended from the rather common attacks upon her 
character and from the charge of gross immorality. She is 
presented, not as "a type of ill-starred passion, but as a poet of a 
noble and exalted nature, in close touch with the mysteries of 
life, and as a graceful giver of good things to humanity." Her 
likness is still preserved on Mitylenean coins, and she is re- 
ported to have been very beautiful. Her School of Poets is 
described and she is shown to have had widespread influence 
both for contemporary and for subsequent times. Her name, 
of course, is always to be associated with that of Alcaeus, as 
both in turn have been indelibly impressed upon the metres and 
the verse of Horace. Her superior place in literature is con- 
ceded by all, and even in antiquity she was called "The Poetess" 
par excellence, much as Homer was styled "The Poet." Her 
poems are preserved to us mostly in fragments, and reveal a 
tenderness of tone and a delicacy of touch worthy of the highest 
praise. 

The illustrations, twenty-six in number, are especially good 
and enhance the value of the book quite as much as the too-fre- 
quent typographical errors mar its pages. The work is done in 
a popular and essay-like manner and will make very good read- 



